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merce and of no permanent advantage to the men. He professed to approve the principle of collective bargaining between Trade Unions and Employers. To go so far was inevitable since the flood of Trade Unionism was in full spate and no force could darn its progress. Mr. Baldwin, however, again put on record the inevitable results of uncontrolled progress. "In these days," he said, "when we are governed so much by a cheap Press, when we are governed so much by impulse, and when few of us have time to think, it is the impression that gets at large among great bodies of men that may overflow as it were the banks of our civilisation and carry all before it/* The banks began to crumble under the strain in 1926 when he was himself Prime Minister. The ease with which ideas could be communicated to large organisations without the independent judgment of the country labourer to discern right and wrong, was the first portent of revolution. The necessity was then (and still remains) for a time lag in which people shall have the opportunity to think.
In July, 1913, the question of Welsh Disestablishment came up for consideration. ~Mr. Baldwin spoke as a good churchman, but with his usual regard for the religious scruples of others. With a little self-consciousness he again excused nonconformity. He plausibly explained that the dissenter's aim was merely to find, or create for himself if he could not find it, an environment in which his spiritual growth might attain to the greatest measure that was possible. He was misrepresenting the case, by understating it. The dissenter seeks an idealistic environment because to his real environment he is inferiorly adapted. He has neither the character nor the culture to maintain his position. Religious dissent is usually political in cause, which is the more unforgivable as it shows an intellectual confusion between morals and religion. The Mayflower did not advance to something higher but retreated from something already high. The Baldwin family did not remain Quaker after the environment of the Industrial Revolution had become